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Quick Start Guide 

 

Į  Energy 

 



Connecting 

ĮCommodity Query & Commodity Charts (non-web services)  

ĮLocally  - Connecting to a Commodity DataServer server on site or 

within the network (no login information is needed)  

1. Locate the applications on your desktop 

2. Click on the desired application icon 

ĮCitrix 

1. Login at citrix.morningstarcommodity.com 

2. Click on the desired application icon 

 

ĮCommodity Add-in 

ĮLocally ð Connecting to a Commodity DataServer server running 

Web Services 

1. Run Excel from desktop  

2. Login using the Settings menu on the add-in ribbon 



Terminology 

ĮMorningstar Commodity Data The name of our company 

Į Commodity DataServer The server that includes the time-series database, query language, 

APIs & other utilities. Data from our Warehouse is delivered to the server throughout the day. 

Į Commodity Query Our query based analytical software for modeling and evaluating time-

series data. With a menu-driven interface that enables easy creation of near-English queries, 

Commodity Query is a powerful tool designed to help with a wide variety of tasks related to 

analyzing data for decision-making intelligence.  

Į Commodity Charts Creates graphs and tables of any data series stored in the Commodity 

DataServer server via point-and-click interfaces allowing you to easily generate forward 

curves and model energy contracts and prices 

Į Commodity Charts (MicrosoftÈ ExcelÈ)  Enables you to run Commodity Charts from 

within ExcelÈ, maintaining Commodity Charts' functionality while seamlessly incorporating 

table data into ExcelÈ from within the ExcelÈ environment 

Į  Commodity Add-in Provides an easy way to retrieve data from Commodity DataServer 

database for use in ExcelÈ spreadsheets 
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Data 

Į The data can be accessed and searched using the Data Browser in either Commodity Query 

or Commodity Charts by selecting the binocular icon. 

Relation  

Categories 

Relations 

(Symbols) 

Columns 

Columns 

Relations 

(Symbols) 

Columns 

Columns 

The organization of the data in 

the database is similar to the 

file structure in a windows 

browser.  

The top level folders are the 

primary categories of data or 

markets.  

Subcategories are used to 

further organize the data.  

Symbols are the code for 

each instrument or time 

series that will be used in the 

database. 

Each symbol will have a list of 

columns available 
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Data - Futures 

CL  - Continuous Front Contract. Contains the price 

of the contract closest to expiration  

CL_02 - N Month Out Continuation Series. Contains  

the price for the 2nd month out continuation series 

through the 78th month out continuation 

CL_M - Continuous Calendar Month Series. 

Contains the price for the continuous nearby 

contract for that delivery month. 

CL_1983F ð Individual contract. Contains the prices 

for the entire lifespan of the contract 

 

F = January  

G = February 

H = March 

J = April 

K = May 

M = June 

N = July 

Q = August 

U = September 

V = October 

X = November 

Z = December 
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Commodity Charts Example ð Basic Data Pull 

ĮLast year of the daily close price for Crude Oil (CL)   

Enter Symbol 

Select Column from drop 

down 

Select time period 

Run Chart or Table 

Use Configuration icon to 

return to main window 
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Commodity Charts Example - Formulas 

ĮUse the Formula tab and Units to calculate a Heat Crack 

Enter a line for CL & HO  

Set HO units to USD/ BBL 

Click the Formula tab to 

calculate CL ð HO (A-B) 

Enter A-B and add a 

description 

Run the Chart 
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Commodity Charts Example ð Seasonal Analysis 

ĮPerform a Seasonal Analysis on Crude from June to August of each year from 2008 to 2011  

Enter CL for Crude Oil  

Select Seasonal Analysis 

Enter 6/1/2008 in Start First 

Season 

Enter 8/31/2011 in End Last 

Season 

Run the Chart 
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Commodity Charts Example ð Time Units 

ĮGet the Monthly average of Natural Gas 

Enter NG for Natural Gas 

Select Avg Monthly to 

change daily prices to a 

monthly average value 

Select 1 month Execution 

units to match the monthly 

average time units 

Run the Chart 
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Commodity Charts Example ð Embed a Workbook in Excel 

Select Commodity Charts 

icon in Excel 

Build Commodity Charts 

workbook 

Select Embed Query 

Enter Name, Description and 

Location  on Excel sheet and 

click okay 

Run Table 
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Commodity Charts Example ð Embed a Workbook in Excel 

Select Commodity Charts 

icon in Excel 

Select Query Manager 

Edit, Copy, Rename, or 

Delete the selected query 
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Commodity Query Example ð Query Wizard 

How have Crude Oil 

futures performed in the 

past after seeing a very 

big one-day gain, which 

occurs two trading days 

after an OPEC meeting?  

Select Query Wizard Tab 

Enter Symbol CL for Crude Oil 

Select 6 Days 

Under Date Events, Energy, 

check Intl_OPEC_Meet 

Select òOnó button & change 

to òAfteró; set 2 days 
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Commodity Query Example ð Query Wizard Cont. 

Select Ups and Downs under 

Market Events 

Scroll down to find òUp very 

bigó 

Check òUp very bigó 

Run the table 
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Commodity Query Example ð 1 year Bar Chart 

ĮPull a bar chart for Soybean Futures for the last year  

Enter the symbol NG 

Select the column òBaró 

Select to add to query 

Select Date Time Condition 

Select Date is 

Select Year 

Select Okay 

Run the Chart 
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Commodity Query Example - Studies 

ĮBuild a rolling 30 day average of Natural Gas futures  

Enter the symbol NG 

Select the Studies icon 

Select Average 

Select Time Period 

Enter 30 days 

Click Okay 

Select Add to Query 
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Commodity Query Example ð Date Event 

ĮDate is in first quarter 

Select Date Time Condition 

Select Date is 

Select in quarter, first quarter 

Select OK 
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Commodity Query Example ð Custom Event 

ĮClose of Crude Oil move up 2% from the previous day 

Select Custom Event 

Enter òCLó for Crude Oil 

Click Continue 

Select last condition option 

Select more than 

Select Percentage 

Enter 2 

Click OK 
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Commodity Query Example ð How Do I Sayé. 

ĮUsing òHow Do I Sayé.ó for syntax assistance 

Click How Do I Say 

Select a phrase 

Select customize to edit 

Edit the phrase 

Select Add to My Query 
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Commodity Query & Commodity Charts Help 

Click the Help Icon 

With question mark cursor 

click on the item 

Review the documentation 

 in the help window 

For further research, use 

the index, favorites, or 

search tabs 
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Commodity Add In Example ð Series 

Select M* Commodity tab in Excel 

Select Series icon 

Enter CL in the Symbol field to add 

to the basket 

Select Basket Settings 

Set Change period to 6 Months 

Click OK 

Click Send to table 
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ĮExtracting 6 months of Crude Oil Futures close prices into Excel 
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Commodity Add In Example ð Curves 

ĮExtracting Natural Gas forward curves for the last 4 days 

Select M* Commodity tab in Excel 

Select Curve icon 

Enter NG in the Symbol field and 

click GO to add to the basket 

Click Curve Settings 

Un-check Last Curve 

Set Change Period to 4 Days 

Click OK 

Click Send to table 
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Commodity Add In Example ð Formula 

ĮCalculating the midpoint for Platts Dated Brent Crude over the last year 

Select M* Commodity tab in Excel 

Select Formula icon 

Enter òHigh of PCAAS00 ð Low of 

PCAAS00ó in Fx field 

Click Add 

Click Send to table 
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Commodity Add In Example ð Query 

ĮPull the Settlement price of Nat Gas Futures on expiration day. 

Select M* Commodity  tab in Excel 

Select Query icon 

Enter the query syntax in the Query 

string field 

Click OK 

Click Cell refresh 
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SHOW   
     1: Close of NG  

   WHEN  
       Date is NG expiration  



Commodity Add In Example ð Elements 

Populate worksheet with 

Date, Symbols and 

Column  

Click B2 

Click Element 

Click Data Point 

Click Cell refresh 

Enter A2 for the Symbol 

Enter B$1 for the Column 

Enter A$1 for the Date 

Select OK 

Select Cell B1 

Copy B2 function to B5 
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ĮPull Close data points for NG, CL, FB & HO on 6/22/11 
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Search 

ĮSearching the Database Hierarchy for High Sulphur Fuel Oil 

Select Preferences Icon 

Increase Search Results 

Select OK 

Enter Keyword òHSFOó 

Browse / Scroll results on Search 

tab 
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Help 

ĮUse the help to access documenation and syntax examples 

Select Commodity Add-In Help 

Navigate through the contents 

Or Use Search tab to do Keyword 

Search 

Help Text can be copied with òCtrl 

Có 
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Contact Support  

4Email   commoditydata-support@morningstar.com 

4US & Canada 

Telephone :  1.800.546.9646 or 512.697.3000, select Option 1  
Hours:   Monday 6am ɉ Friday 6pm, CST, excluding US holidays.  
After Hours & Emergencies:  1.800.546.9646 or 512.697.3000, select Option 1  

   A voice mailbox requires the caller to leave a detailed message and call back 
   number for off-hour support is also available for non-emergency situations.  
 
4UK & Europe  

Telephone:   0800 032 6063 (U.K. Phone Support)  
   +44 20 3194 1450 (Europe Phone Support)  
Hours:    Monday 8am ɉ Friday 5pm, GMT, excluding UK bank holidays.  
After Hours & Emergencies : +1.800.546.9646 or +1.512.697.3000, select Option 1  
Yahoo Instant Message:  morningstarcommoditydata_eu  

 
4Singapore & Asia Pacific  

Telephone:   +65 6438 4647  
Hours:    Monday 9am SGT ɉ Friday 6pm, SGT, excluding Singapore holidays.  
After Hours & Emergencies  +1.800.546.9646 or +1.512.697.3000, select Option 1  
Yahoo Instant Message:  morningstarcommoditydata_sing  
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